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Japan and the West : an historical sketch
                     William Walter McOmie
  If asked most people would answer that parallel lines, by definition, do not
intersect. That is true in the ideal world of Euclidean geometry. But we do not
live in such a world. In the real world parallel lines intersect with a vengeance.
In this paper those parallel lines will represent parallel countries and cultures and
the focus will be on those points where they intersect and connect. If this paper
has any claim to originality, it is not in the discovery of heretofore unknown
historieal personages or events, but in their interpretation and integration. Indeed,
history has shown that history, as such, does not exist, but rather the different
interpretations of past events by individual historians. I hope that this paper will
serve as a model of a kind of historical interpretation that strives to connect
different countries and cultures.
  The purpose of this paper is twofold:to provide a capsule account of the most
significant events in world and Japanese history leading up to the first landing
of Europeans in Japan, and to focus on the interaction of Europeans and Japanese
up to the year 1852. The events of European and world history will provide an
essential background to better understand the history of European and Japanese
interaction. Since the city of Nagasaki was the major locus of this interaction
for centuries, it is natural that it will be a major focus of this paper. I hope
that the historical timelines presented at the end of this article are seen not as
a mere appendix but as an essential part of it. Indeed, in a real sense it is the
skeleton which supports the body, the bare bones around which it is fleshed out.
It is my hope that the reader can thereby gain a better understanding of Japanese
and world history and a clearer idea of how distant events influence each other
and may even serve as prerequisites for events elsewhere. This timeline does not
in any way pretend to be exhaustive. On the contrary, it is a deliberate selection
of those events deemed to be most important for the history of Japan and the
West, and their interaction.
                 The European Century in Japan:1542-1641
  The first Europeans to set foot in Japan were, as is well known, Portuguese,
who were shipwrecked on the island of Tanegashima in 1542 or 1543. The Japanese
are said to have met them in a friendly way and showed great interest in the
arquebuses that they carried, which the Japanese had also never seen before. This
curiousity about things foreign set the Japanese apart from the Chinese and
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Indians, who did not show any particular interest in their weapons and considered
them crude barbarians. Sir George Sansom in his book The Western World and
Japan speculates as to the reasons for this difference by referring to early Japanese
history when the Japanese looked to China for instruction in the arts of civilization,
They voluntarily borrowed from that ancient, advanced culture for centuries,
reshaping its elements in a Japanese context. As Japanese civilization matured,
they felt less of a need to borrow, until by the time the first Europeans arrived
Chinese influence was waning. Another reason that Sansom cites for the Japanese
receptivity to European inventions and ideas is the fact that Japan at that time
was embroiled in a long period of civil war (sengoku jidai) from which a few
powerful feudal lords (daimyo) were emerging. When Portuguese traders and
missionaries appreared in Kyushu with their firearms and superior ships and
navigation skills, the different warring sides sought to gain advantage over their
rivals by trading with them and enlisting them in their service.
  It was at this time, after their first encounter with Europeans, that the Japanese
showed their characteristic genius for borrowing, adapting and fully utilizing
foreign ideas and inventions. Soon they were manufacturing improved versions of
the Portuguese smooth-bore muskets themselves and using them with great effect
in their battles for supremacy. It was Oda Nobunaga, a daimyo whose fief was
centrally located just east of Kyoto, and where lived many of the skilled craftsmen
who fashioned the Japanese muskets, who made the most effective use of them
against his rivals, and thereby gained supremacy in 1568. Without the introduction
of firearms by the Portuguese, it is likely that the civil wars would have been
prolonged for decades, until one daimyo might have suceeded in unifying the
country. In that case, it may not have been Nobunaga. It is safe to say that the
coming of the Portuguese when they did changed the course of Japanese history,
although no one can know how it might have flowed otherwise.
  However, it was not only firearms that the Portuguese brought, but also the
Christian religion. It was the time of the Reformation and Counter7Reformation
in Europe and its division into Catholic and Protestant countries and this fact
would have a great influence on the subsequent interaction of Japanese and
Europeans in Japan. Beginning with the arrival of St. Francis Xavier in 1549
and other Jesuit fathers the activities of the Portuguese traders and Catholic
missionaries were very closely linked. In competing for the trader's services several
of the western daimyo became Christians and ordered their subjects to convert
also. Thus, the growth of Christian influence in Japan went hand in hand with
the desire for trade and increased wealth and power on the part of the western
daimyo especially.
  The so-called Christian century in Japan (l549-1639 can be divided into two
parts:an initial period of great success at conversion and growth of influence
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 (1549-87) followed by a period of interdiction, intermittent but then increasing
persecution and final expulsion and total ban (1587-1639) . This history can be
seen from a careful perusal of the historical timetable of events in Japan. After
the expulsion of the Portuguese from Dejjma, the artificial island built to confine
them in Nagasaki, the Dutch were transferred two years later from their trading
post at Hirado and quarantined there. They were strictly forbidden to practice
Christianity and all European books were banned. Even Chinese books which made
any mention of Christianity were also banned.
  What were the reasons for this rigid attitude toward Christianity after nearly
a century of Christian presence and influence in Japan? It must be seen as a
result of several different factors. Firstly, there was the excessive zeal and
intolerance of the Jesuit priests toward Buddhism and Shinto and native Japanese
customs and practices. It came to be seen by Hideyoshi and the succeeding Tokugawa
shoguns as a threat to the feudal order and a means to undermine the hierarchy
of loyalties which supported their power and authority. Secondly, and related to
this threat, was the nature of Catholicism itself, which asserted the spiritual
authority of the Pope in Rome above the temporal authority of kings and emperors.
This was a struggle which King Henry VIII of England had waged successfully
before Xavier arrived in Japan. Indeed, the founding of the Jesuit order may be
seen as the avant-garde of the counter-attack against the forces of Protestantism
determined to convert the heathen and repulse the heretics. It is important to
remember in this context that although the Japanese were heathen the Dutch and
English were heretics, which meant the latter were even more to be despised. Thirdly,
there was the link between Catholicism and colonial conquest. According to the
Treaty of Tordesillas, in 1494, Pope Alexander VI divided the world between the
Spanish and Portuguese. These two powers then went on to conquer most of the
New World and establish colonial empires over far-flung areas of the globe. And
wherever the soldiers and sailors went, the Catholic priests went with them, or
followed in their wake. However, it was where they preceded them, as in the
Phillipines, functioning as a sort of Fifth Column for colonial conquest, which
particularly worried Hideyoshi and his successors. The indiscretion of the pilot of
the Spanish ship San Felipe, shipwrecked off Shikoku, was but the spark that set
his suspicions on fire and caused him to make martyrs of the twenty-six Christians
put to death in Nagasaki in 1597. Earlier in the century, the Spanish and Portuguese
had conquered and divided South America between them and were steadily expanding
their respective empires, the Spanish westward across the Pacific to the Marianas,
Carolines and the Phillippines, and the Portuguese eastward to India (Goa, Ceylon)
and across to Malacca and China (Macao) . As can be seen from the timetable,
Macao was founded in 1557, and Manila in 1571, the same year that Nagasaki
was founded as a port of trade with Macao. The Japanese leaders knew of these
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European advances and justly feared that the Jesuits,Dominicans and Franciscans
in their midst were preparing the ground for a European conquest of Japan.
However, in 1639 there were only 300-400 Spanish soldiers in Manila, and still
only about 2000 in 1707-hardly a sufficient invasion force. In fact, the Japanese
had themselves planned to invade Manila and Macao and thereby rid themselves
of the menace of Christianity. Had they not a5andoned these plans and adopted
the policy of national seclusion, they might have succeeded in conquering those
two outposts and the history of European colonialism in East Asia would have
been very different. Finally, the decision to strictly limit and control foreign
influence and trade was the result of the consolidation of Tokugawa power and
the desire to maintain it and the peace that went with it. Setting aside the influence
          .of Christianity itself, if trade with European and other nations were allowed to
continue freely, it could enrich one or more of the `outer daimyo' at the expense
of daimyo allied with the Tokugawa, or even lead to their alliance with a foreign
power. This could lead to a rebellion against Tokugawa authority and reemergence
of civil war. For these reasons, the Tokugawa shogun chose to seal Japan off
and strictly control its contact and commerce with the outside world. It was not
merely xenophobia, or dislike of foreigners per se, that led to this decision but
the fear of their influence and their potential to disrupt a hard-won political
stability. Indeed, the almost 100 years of contact with Europeans prior to the
adoption of the seclusion policy were characterized by friendliness, openness, tolerance,
and above all, curiosity toward things western. After Japan was forced to reopen
its doors to the outside world in the mid-19th Century, it soon reverted to this
previous pattern of interaction.
  In summary, the `Christian century' ended because of the threat that Christianity
(in particular the intolerant, zealous from practiced by the Jesuits) posed to the newly
imposed authority of the Tokugawa clan and the government they created-the
Tokugawa shogunate. It was a 17th century version of the political totalitarianism
associated with Naziism and Communism in the 20th century. As such, one can
observe distinct parallels between its policy of `sakoku' and the rigidly controlled
police state and closed societies so characteristic of Stalinism. In both cases, the
control and closedness were motivated more by the need to preserve the stability
of the internal regime than by any ideological exclusion of outsiders. In the end,
Christianity failed in Japan because of its own success and the severing of its
connection with trade by the presence of two new Protestant powers in East Asia-
the Dutch and English. Their willingness to trade without proselytizing their own
religion showed the Japanese a clear althernative to the missionary zeal of the
Portuguese and Spanish.
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                       National Seclusion 1641-1854
  The history of this period as it relates to the West is largely the history of
Nagasaki and the Dutch trading post on Dejima. It was through this sole `window
on the West' that most all official trade and contact with Europe flowed as well
as,most of the information about political events in Europe and elsewhere, and
about the progress of western science and technology. It was also the means by
which Europe could learn about Japan and be influenced in turn. '
  It is important to remember however that during these more than 200 years
Dejima was not the only point of contact or trade with the outside world,
including the European world. Also in Nagasaki lived a considerable community
of Chinese-merchants, priests and others, who over the centuries had a considerable
impact on Nagasaki culture and were also a valuable source of information about
the outside world. Many of them intermarried with Japanese and settled in Japan.
However, their contribution and activities lie outside the scope of this article,
which is specifically concerned with the historical intersection of Europeans and
Japanese.
  It should also be noted that during this period trade with China was conducted
indirectly through the Ryukyu islands, at that time a separate kingdom, via
the Satsuma fief at the southern extremity of the island of Kyushu. Although
the Edo bakufu did not conduct it, they did not forbid it. In addition, off the
opposite, northwest end of Kyushu, trade and tribute with Korea flowed through
the Tsushima islands.
  However, it was Nagasaki that constituted the major port of tr,ade with China
and Europe and only in Nagasaki that Europeans were allowed to reside and carry
on a restricted, albeit profitable, trade. However, in order to carry on this trade
the Dutch paid a considerable price in loss of freedom of movement and belief
and personal dignity. They were strictly confined to Dejima, the artificial island
that `juts out' into Nagasaki harbor, which was connected to the city proper
only by a bridge that was closely guarded. They could not leave, nor could ordinary
Japanese enter. The only Japanese who were allowed to visit the island were
Japanese officials, interpreters and courtesans. In effect, the Dutch were imprisoned
on the island and were subject to searches by Japanese officials. Although it was
certainly by the standards of the time a luxurious and liberal one (they were
permitted regular visits by Maruyama pleasure quarter girls), it was still a prison.
In addition, when moved there they had to swear that they would not propagate
or practice the Christian religion, However, they were still able to celebrate holidays
such as Christmas by disguising them as pagan festivals.
  The only times that they were permitted to leave Dejima were for the annual
trips to Edo to pay tribute to the Shogun. As they left Deji'ma in procession
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the local children would run after them shouting, "Oranda, Oranda", meaning
`Hollander', or Dutchman. In Edo they were treated as an exotic sort of daimyo
and expected to present gifts and kowtow to the Shogun, crawling on straw mats
on their bellies toward him and then singing and dancing for his amusement. In
the cold light of history, they seem to have paid a high price for their profits
in loss of dignity and respect, especially in the first century of their tenure on
Deji'ma. This history colored Western and Japanese interaction until the opening
of Japan in 1854.
  In the ensuing decades, many of the initial restrictions were loosened, and the
Dutch gradually enjoyed more freedom. At first, they had to bury their dead at
sea, but in 1654 they were allowed to bury them at Goshinji, the Buddhist temple
at the foot of Mt. Inasa, beside the Chinese cemetery established in 1602. The
earliest existing Dutch gravestone, however, dates from the late 18th century.
Until then, Roman letters were not permitted, because they were equated with
Christianity. The Chinese always had more freedom of movement than the
Dutch but they, too, were confined to the Chinese quarter built for them in 1689.
  Most of the Dutch traders were not particularly learned or interested in studying
Japan, but a few were, and they made great contributions to western knowledge
             tof Japan at the time and made possible Japanese acquaintance with the western
scientific discoveries and technological inventions of that era. The first of these
important men of learning to arrive at Dejima was the German Engelbert Kampfer.
Although he was German he was easily able to pass himself off as a Dutchman.
  (Even Englishmen may have been confused at one time as Dutch can mean
`German' in English slang.
  Engelbert Kampfer came to Nagasaki and Japan in the third year of the Genroku
period (1690) as the physician of the Dutch' factory at Dejjma. He had studied
at German and at other universities not only medicine but also philosophy, history,
natural science and pharmacy, making him one of the most broadly educated
men of his day. But above all he was a sort of researcher in the field and during
his two year stay in Japan, including two trips to Edo, he collected numerous
data and observed and made sketches of what he saw. He also danced and sang
for the Shogun in Edo. Upon his return to Europe his book became a best seller
and was translated into several languages. It was first published in English
translation in 1727 under the title, `A History of Japan.' It was subsequently
published in French, Dutch and, finally, German editions. These editions aroused
much interest in Europe, especially in Russia, which at that time had expanded
eastward across Siberia to become Japan's only European neighbor.
  Kampfer had begun his journey in Stockholm as a member of a Swedish embassy
and travelled through Russia and across Persia to India, Batavia and Nagasaki
in the service of the Dutch East India company. Upon his return to Europe, he
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was one of the most travelled men of his day, and his works were read by famous
European philosophers and writers such as Kant, Voltaire, Montesquieu and Goethe.
Then, as now, Japan was a mirror and model for Europe, and a challenge to its
own recently war-torn society.
  Kampfer wrote about what no Japanese could, or would dare to, describe, such
as the fortifications of Edo castle and his audience with the shogun, as w'ell as
the daily life of ordinary people. For these reasons his book is an invaluable
record of Tokugawa Japan and served as an introduction for those who came
later, such as Thunberg and Siebold.
 iCharles Peter Thunberg was born in Sweden in 1743 and studied botany in
Sweden, Holland and France. In 1771 he Joined the Dutch East India company and
arrived in Nagasaki in 1775. There he taught medicine to the Japanese. One of
his students later founded a school of medicine in Japan. In 1776, he traveled to
Edo, where he treated the shogun's daughter.
  Unlike the other Dutch residents of Dejima, Thunberg was permitted to leave
the island on several occasions and walk around the city and environs of Nagasaki.
His medical and botanical knowledge so impressed his interpreters that they
submitted petitions on his behalf to the governor. In the meantime, he was also
able to do a bit of botanical research on Deji'ma itself by inspecting the grass
and leaves brought as fodder for the Dutchmen's cattle, and sorting out and
saving those rare specimens so as to dry them for the collections of Europe.
Herbert Plutschow quotes from his writings in his book Historical Nagasaki :
     ...plants which I was not as liberty to gather in the adjacent plains, in a
   country where the inhabitants are so suspicious, that our pigeons, which yet
   roved much farther, were less suspected and watched, and less liable to be
   made captives than the Europeans, who, for the sake of lucre and commerce,
   had come thither through such manifold dangers, and so far from their own
   homes.
  Although he was very aware of the injustice of such a situation, Thunberg
writes that he was always friendly to the Japanese and tried to earn their respect
by virtue of his knowledge of botany and medicine. In this, we can assume he
was successful. He eventually won permission to go out on collecting expeditions
into the countryside around Nagasaki and taught his interpreter companions how
to recognize and classify plants and use them as medicines.
  His book Travels based on his experiences and travels in Japan appeared after
his return to Europe in 1788. It was the next most important source for this
period of Japanese history after Kampfer's History of Japan, which had been
published in its German edition only about a decade before.
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  Shortly after Thunberg returned to Europe, an outstanding director of the
Dutch factory arrived in Japan. His name was Isaac Titsingh and unlike either
Kampfer or Thunberg, he was actually born a Dutchman, in Amsterdam. Originally
trained as a surgeon, he joined the Dutch East India company and arrived in
Nagasaki in 1779. He visited Edo the following year and had an audience with
the Shogun Ieharu. He stayed in Japan for more than three years altogether,
most of the time in Nagasaki, until 1784. There he continued the work of Kampfer
and Thunberg by teaching the Nagasaki interpreters about Europe and studying
Japanese culture. One of his interpreters mentioned him in one of his books and
praised his interest in Japan and knowledge of Japanee script. He collaborated
with the daimyo of Tamba on writing a book on European coins which contained
a detailed map of Europe. In addition, he aided Shiba Kokan with his books about
Holland and the West, which were published in 1799 and 1805.
  After he left Japan, he continued writing to two daimyos and some of the
Nagasaki interpreters. As Plutschow states, "Titsingh's enthusiasm must have
deeply impressed the Japanese, and his correspondence testifies that his love for
Japan had somewhat broken the shell of its isolation." Thus, we can see that
by the end of the 18th century, partially as a result of the close contact and
cooperation between Japanese and Europeans in Nagasaki, the hard shell of
Japanese seclusion was beginning to show some cracks.
                The northern front : Russo-Japanese encounters
  Nagasaki and Kyushu were not the only theaters of interaction between the
West and Japan during the 17th and 18th centuries, however. Nor were the Dutch
and Germans the only Europeans that the Japanese encountered. I have 'in mind
the Russians, who from the last years of the reign of Ivan IV in the late 16th
century had been slowly moving eastward across Siberia hunting furs and collecting
tribute from the Siberian tribes as they went. According to the Penguin Atlas
of World History, Russian cossacks reached the sea of Okhotsk in 1645, barely
four years after the Dutch had been transferred to Dejima and all contact with
Europeans limited to them. By 1653 they had explored the Amur basin and by
1679 come down the peninsula of Kamchatka to the Kurile islands. A Dutch ship
had explored the Kuriles back in 1643, but according to some Russian historical
data, cossacks may have come down from the north at about the same time, or
even earlier. Japanese records, however, point to even earlier meetings between
Matsumae merchants and Kurile Ainu. the original inhabitants of the islands,
related to the Ainu living on Ezo (Hokkaido) . In any case, it is likely that the
first Europeans and Japanese reached the Kuriles sometime in the 17th century,
but it is not clear whether they encountered each other.
  The Kurile islands are an interesting but lesser known theater of Russian and
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Japanese interaction in the 17th and l8th centuries. One book that does much to
repair the historical neglect of this area is The Kuril Islands by John J. Stephan.
In it he states the significance of the islands for our story:
   As stepping-stones between Kamchatka and Hokkaido, the Kurils formed a
   natural meeting ground for Russians and Japanese and as such have played
   an enduring role in Russo-Japanese relations. After initial contacts developed
   into more complex interactions in the nineteenth century the Kurils posed a
   frontier problem that has yet to solved.
  Even more remote from Edo than Nagasaki, they nonetheless represented a sort
of land bridge leading to Ezo (Hokkaido) and the thinly populated and poorly
guarded northern border of Japan. It was via this northern route that the first
serious attempt by the Russians to open trade with Japan took place.
  Tsar Peter I of Russia issued an order (ukaz) in 1702 calling for the subjection
of Kamchatka and the collection of information in preparation for the opening
of commercial relations with Japan. In order to collect such information it was
necessary to move southward. The tsar knew that Japan lay somewhere to the
south of Kamchatka, but neither he nor any European at that time knew precisely
how far. He received a report about the Kuriles frorn a cossack explorer in 1713,
in which the islands were mistakenly thought to contain valuable minerals. This
information, together with Peter's interest in trade, led to Russian expeditions
that probed farther and farther south toward Ezo. By the mid-eighteenth century,
the Kuriles had become Russia's main gateway to Japan.
  Peter's patronage of geographic exploration had furthered knowledge of eastern
Siberia, including the Kuriles, but his being in far distant St. Petersburg and its
role as a `window to the west' relegated that theater to a minor role. Most of
his considerable energies were devoted to modernizing Russia along western European
lines and `catching up' with the West. Therefore, exploration of.the Kuriles
and trade with Japan should have been a low priority for him. He was also
occupied with wars with Sweden and Turkey and battling constantly as well with
the conservatism and `backwardness' of his own people. After his death in 1725,
the Empress Catherine I ordered the exploration of the islands south of Kamchatka
and the subjugation of their Ainu inhabitants as preparation for approaching
Japan. The explorer Vitus Bering became especially interested in the Kurile islands
as stepping stones to Japan. While in Russian service, he sent one of his lieutenants
to move south down the chain in order to find and survey Japan. This he did in
1738- 9 and as a result, the focus of Russian activities in the Kuriles shifted from
exploration to settlement and commercial relations with Japan. Stephan writes
that by 1770 Russians had landed on nearly every island in the Kuril chain.
  In the meantime, the Japanese had also been exploring the islands. They made
their first recorded landing on the southern Kuriles in 1754. However, they did
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not reach the northern part of the chain until late in the next century, according
to Stephan.
  Since the time of Tsar Peter, Russians had thought of winning an exclusive
entry into Japan from the north, one that would have competed with the Dutch
monopoly in the south. In 1772 the governor of Irkutsk ordered officials in
Kamchatka to send an expedition to open trade with Japanese merchants in
Matsumae in Ezo. The second of these voyages reached Akkeshi on Ezo, where a
Matsumae official promised to refer the Russian propositions to the proper
authorities, who would deliver an answer to the island of Kunashir (north of Ezo)
in the following summer (1779) . When no answer came, the Russians returned
to Akkeshi, where they received a message from the lord of Matsumae asking
them to leave and retreat beyond the island of Urup. If they still desired trade
relations, they were told, they must go to Nagasaki. This was their first official
contact with Japan, and it set a pattern for rebuff that would continue for
decades.
  After 1780 the Kuriles lost importance for the Russians as the key to Japan.
Expeditions after that date generally headed straight for either Matsumae or
Nagasaki. The first official Russian mission to Japan was led by Lieutenant Adam
Laxman during the reign of Catherine II in 1792-4. His appearance at Nemuro
in 1792 let the shogunate know in no uncertain terms that the Russians might
go away but would not stay away. Laxman was allowed to spend the winter in
Ezo and had friendly discussion with the local officials who told him, however,
that he must not continue on to Edo. They did not agree to discuss opening trade,
insisting that this could only be done in Nagasaki. For this purpose, they gave
him a permit for one ship to enter Nagasaki harbor.
  Two years after Laxman left, the Japanese learned that a Russian colony had
been started on Urup, the third island north of the tip of Ezo. The sighting of a
foreign ship off the coast of Ezo and doubts about the loyalty of the lord of
Matsumae prompted the shogunate to survey the area and fortify its defenses.
Even as Japanese officials had become more relaxed regarding the Dutch presence
in Nagasaki, they became increasingly bothered by the Russian presence on Urup.
The shogunate began colonization of the islands of Kunashir and Iturup lying to
the south. Once these had been secured, it resorted to a blockade of Urup in order
to force the Russians off. This proved succesful and the Russian colonists had
all disappeared by 1806.
  In the meantime, a director of the Russian-American Company, Nikolai Rezanov,
had entered Nagasaki with Laxman's permit and a letter from Tsar Alexander
I for the Japanese government. Considering the anxiety the Japanese officials had
been experiencing over the Russian `encroachment' in the Kuriles his reception was
not at all friendly. His ship was placed under strict guard and he himself was
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lodged in prison-like conditions and kept waiting for six months until the bakufu
sent their decision. In the end, permission to go to Edo was refused and all his
proposals were rejected. Rezanov was infuriated by this response and left determined
to seek revenge. This came in the form of retaliatory raids on Japanese settlements
on Sakhalin and Iturup. These raids caused alarm all through Japan and brought
about a heightened vigilance and preparedness.
  It was in such an atmosphere that Captain Vasilii Golovnin returned to conduct
an extensive survey of the Kuriles. Although aware of the raids and resolved to
avoid unnecessary contacts with the Japanese, he was lured into a trap and taken
prisoner on Kunashir. He and eight others were transported to Hakodate and
interrogated about the motives for the raids. They spent two years in captivity
until finally exchanged for the Japanese merchant Takadaya Kahei, who had been
captured by one of Golovnin's junior officers. In addition, letters were given to
the Japanese from Russian officials in Siberia which apologized for the attacks
and stated that they were not authorized and were in opposition to offical Russian
policy of friendship with Japan. It was also agreed to negotiate the frontier
question at a later date. Thus, an affair that could have ended very badly, ended
on a good note. This was fortunate because there followed a forty year period
without significant contacts between the two countries.
  A number of circumstances conspired to distract Russia from pursuing any
further relations with Japan at that time. Napoleon had invaded Russia in 1812
and Russia was preoccupied with fighting off his armies and ensuring his final
defeat. In addition, Rezanov and the Russian-American company had turned their
attention toward the Aleutian islands, Alaska and the Pacific coast of North
America, establishing an outpost as far south as Fort Ross in northern California.
Even after Napoleon's final defeat, Russia was still occupied with wars with
Turkey and with mountain tribes in the Caucasus, as well as with repressive
policies against its own people under Tsar Nicholas I. Siberia became a place of
exile for political opponents of the Tsar and Russia turned its back on the east
and faced toward Europe.
                  The Twilight of Seclusion:final decades
  A few years after Laxman had left in disgust, the British warship Phaeton
entered Nagasaki harbor under Dutch colors and took hostages in order to promptly
obtain supplies. Such aggresiveness did not sit well with the Japanese and detracted
from the real purpose of the mission:to seize Dutch ships as part of wartime
actions against Napoleon's empire. In addition, the event had its consequences later
when two British attempts in 1812 and 1813 to take over the Dutch factory at
Deji'ma were frustrated by the Director's threats to reveal their true identity to
the Japanese and thus incur their wrath over the Phaeton's actions. In the ensuing
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twenty years British interest in Japan was slight.
  Ten years later in 1823 another German physician arrived in Nagasaki in the
service of the Dutch. This was Phillip Franz von Siebold, who stayed in Nagasaki
until 1829. He trained many more Japanese in western medicine than had been
possible before. His first students were the Nagasaki interpreters, who he was
able to teach at the home of Yoshio Gonnosuke; outside the confines of Dejima,
in Nagasaki proper. Kampfer would never have been permitted to do so. This
home soon proved too small and as a result the first medical academy in Japan
was built at Narutaki.
  When Siebold left Japan his ship was driven back to the coast by a typhoon.
After officials boarded the ship they discovered a forbidden map of Japan in his
baggage. This caused him to be expelled from Japan and the author of the map
to be put in prison. Siebold was able to reconstruct the map from memory and
upon his return to Germany began writing Nippon, the most recent work on Japan
of its time, published in 1832.
  In 1837 the unarmed ship Morrison attempted to return Japanese castaways and
open trade with Japan by anchoring off Uraga. However, before any discussions
were begun, it was fired on by shore batteries and driven away. Another approach
off of Kagoshima met with the same response and the ship was forced to return
to China with none of its objectives realized. As W. G. Beasley remarks, this visit
`marked the end of an era' of unarmed, peaceful attempts to open relations with
Japan. Two years later, the Opium War between Britain and China began and the
political atmosphere of the region changed radically. After China's humiliating
defeat, the British obtained Hong Kong and the right to trade at Shanghai, only
500 miles from Nagasaki. The Iesson was not lost on the Japanese.
  In 1844 King William II of the Netherlands sent a letter to the Shogunate urging
them to open the country before they were forced to open it in the manner the
British had used with China. No doubt many saw the soundness of such advice
but the shogunate could not voluntarily change its centuries old policy of seclusion.
  In 1846 the arrival of Commodore Biddle off Uraga aboard an American warship
served to confirm the Japanese in their obstinate refusal to open their country
to the outside world. The fact that Biddle was rudely jostled by a Japanese sailor
and did not demand any retaliation against him was interpreted as a sign of
weakness and emboldened some to continue to forcefully repulse any approaches
of western ships. The rescinding of the decree in 1848 requiring Japanese to drive
away foreign ships that approached the shore was evidence of a more realistic,
if not friendly, policy.
  The Biddle incident colored the next arrival of an American warship, the Preble.
Forcing his way into Nagasaki harbor, its commander demanded that a group of
shipwrecked whalers be handed over. He made clear that if they were not produced
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without delay he was prepared to use force. He thus succeeded in this purpose,
but was again frustrated in his attempt to open trade or obtain a coaling station
in Nagasaki.
  Thus by the middle of the nineteenth century the European powers were pressing
Japan from the north, south, east and west. The westward expansion of the
United States to the ･Pacific coast of North America and the eastward expansion
of Russia across the vastness of Siberia to the sea of Okhotsk and the Kuriles,
combined with the colonial expansion of the British from the south to Hong Kong
and Shanghai put these three powers in the best position to exert overwhelming
pressure on Japan. It had taken centuries to achieve the combination of geographical
proximity and technological and military superiority and commercial and strategic
interests that were prerequisite to cracking open the hard shell of Tokugawa
Japan. All that was needed was a determined enough effort backed by sufficient
force. Such was the situation when two rival squadrons-American and Russian,
headed by Perry and Putiatin, in late 1852 left their respective coasts on a mission
to Japan. As I shall relate in a future article, the key to opening the closed door
of Japan lay above all in the person and character of Commodore Matthew


















granted by King John
Conquest of Kiev and
greater part of Russia
by Mongols
Europe saved by retreat
of the Mongols because
of death of Great Khan
First Christian envoy
sent to Great Khan of
Mongols by the Pope




















force destroyed by typhoon
Ashikaga Shogunate
Age of the Country at War
Shipwrecked Portuguese
land on Tanegashima

























                    William
End of Mongol expansion
Polos in Peking to seek
trade with Mongol Khan
Khubilai Khan founds
Yuan dynasty in China '
Loss of Acre, and final
defeat of Crusades
Change in European out-
look and interest toward
world beyond its borders
Black Death in Europe




Rule of Prince Henry,
the Navigator in Port.
Platonic Academy est. in
Florence-Humanism
Ottoman Turks conquer
Constantinople- 2 nd Rome ;
Moscow becomes 3rd Rome
Europe begins to exert
pressure on Asia and em-
barks on voyages of dis-
covery and conquest
Defeat of Mongols
by Ivan III of Russia
Columbus reaches America
Treaty of Tordesillas
Vasco da Gama discovers
sea route to India
Founding of Portuguese



































supremacy aided by Portu-
guese muskets
Rule over unified Japan by
Nobunaga, Hideyoshi, &Ieyasu
Todos os. Santos church built
Japanese Christian converts
reach 30,OOO




Nagasaki comes under juris-
diction of Jesuits
Japanese converts=150,OOO
A mission of young Japanese
Catholic boys goes to Europe
Nobunaga assassinated
Hideyoshi bans Christianity
and places lands governed by
Jesuits under national 'rule








San Felipe incident incites
martyrdom of 26 Catholics


























          Japan and the
voyage to China
Luther's 95 Theses
Conquest of Aztecs by
Cortez and first circum-
navigation by Magellan
Spain colonizes Mariana
Islands ; Martin Luther at
Diet of Worms and begin.
of Reformation
Portuguese fleet defeat-
ed by Chinese fleet
lst siege of Vienna
Conquest of Inca empire
by Pizarro
Reign of Ivan the Terri-
ble in Russia




and in Japan, travelling
as far as Kyoto
Spain colonizes Caroline
Islands in west Pacific
Portuguese trade limited









trade by Port. ships
Manila founded
Defeat of Turks in naval
battle at Lepanto
Second circumnavigation
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Will Adams arrives on Dutch
ship-first Englishman
Battle of Sekigahara; Chi-
nese cemetery established
at Goshinji in Nagasaki
Founding of Tokugawa Shogun-
ate
Dutch open trading post at
Hirado ' Arima Harunobu burns
      '
Portuguese ship
Europ. priests observe lunar
eclipse in Nagasaki
English ship reaches Hirado
Ieyasu bans Christianity and
attacks Osaka castle'Cathol.
                  '
churches in Nagasaki dest.
Christian persecutions
increase'trade limited to
       '
Nagasaki and Hirado
Spanish expelled;55 priests
and Catholic followers die
British abandon Hirado post
Trade with Manila stopped
Treading on a Christ. image
 (fumie) done for first time
Strict national ban on ･
Christianity announced
Red Seal trade ended
Trade limited to Nagasaki;
Japs. forbidden to travel




Portuguese expelled ; Dutch
Eurasians exiled
Dutch transferred to Dejima
and strictly confined ; trade
































of world by Fran. Drake





First English colony in
north America at Roanoke

























Rule of Peter I in Russ.




























Dutch allowed to bury dead
at Goshinji in Inasa
Wagner begins export of
porcelain
Japanese sent to Deji'ma to
learn Dutch ; Dutch not per-
mitted to study Japanese
Reign of Shogun Tsunayoshi
cultural flowering
Nagasaki Chinatown finished
and Chinese confined to it
Engelbert Kampfer arrives
in Dejima and spends two
years during Genroku era
Japanese begin visiting
Cent. Kurile islands and
writing books about them
Reform of Nagasaki trade
Reign of Shogun Yoshimune
liberal regime
Kyoho reform
Ban on European books other
than religious works lifted
Reading and writing of Dutch
permitted
Reign of Shogun Ieshige
Decree permits translation
of Dutch works into Japan.;
first Dutch-Japanese dict.
Kaitai shinsho published
-Sugita Genpaku and begin.
of western studies
Thunberg arrives in Nagasaki










































of the Laws' published
B. Franklin invents
lightning conductor
Univ. of Moscow est.
Voltaire's `Candide' and
Jesuits expell. ex. Spain
Reign of Catherine ll
Voyage of Capt. Cook
Steam engine invented
Pugachev rebellion
American Revol. War and
Decl. of Independence
German ed. of Kampfer's
`History of Japan' publ.
Russians settle Kodiak
Washington inaugurated
as first U. S. President
French Revolution
Russia claims all Alaska
Russ.-American Co. est.
Napoleonic era in Europe
Reign of Tsar Alex. I
Louisiana Purchase
Br. warship `Phaeton' enters
Nagasaki harbor
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1782 Matsura Seizan buys Dutch
         edition in Nagasaki
1783 Rangaku Kaitei published
          (First Steps in Dutch)
1788 Shiba Kokan arrives in
         Nagasaki to study European
         painting techniques
l788- Reign of Shogun leharu
1792 Laxman incident
1798 Mapping and colonization
         of Ezo by Bakufu
1799 Strengthening of northern
         fortifications in Ezo
1801 Shizuki Tadao `Sakokuron'
1802 Matsumae put under direct
         control of Edo bakufu
1804 Rezanov enters Nagasaki har-
         bor with Laxman's permit
1805- Retaliatory raids by Russian
1806 soldiers agst. Japanese on
         Sakhalin and the Kuriles
1809 Dutch interpreters begin
         studying English, Russian
         and Manchurian
1811 Hirata Atsutane cites
         Kampfer's `History'
1811 Golovnin captured and held
         prisoner at Hakodate until
1813 exchanged for Jap. merchant
1813- Two more Br. warships enter
























                    William
Russians found Ft. Ross
First steam locomotive
Congress of Vienna and
final exile of Napoleon
First railway in England
Decembrist uprising in
Russia
Repressive reign of Tsar














Opium War in China
peace of Nanking-Br.
colony est. in Hong Kong
and treaty port Shanghai




exc. Britain and Russia
Peace of Guadalupe-
Hidalgo ended US-
Mexican war and ceded





















to take over Dejima
Shogunate orders Dutch ed.
of Kampfer's `History'





Morrison affair-end of an
era
Bansha no guka incident-per-
secution of Watanabe Kazan
Tempo reform
Letter from William ll of
the Netherlands to Shogun
urging opening of Japan
British ships enter Jap.
coastal waters
Bakufu prepares for defense
of coasts and Edo bay and
rejects Dutch proposal
French ship visits Japan
American warship enters
Uraga bay
Bakufu rescinds order to
drive away foreign ships
Ranald MacDonald lands on
Rishirito and taken to
Nagasaki
American ship Preble enters
Nagasaki harbor to take back
Japan and the
1850 California admitted to
         the Union (USA)
1851-55 Age of clipper ships
1852, Oct. Admiral Putiatin leaves
         Baltic sea for Japan
1852, Nov. Commodore Perry leaves
         US east coast to begin






Publ, of Shizuki's transl. of
Kampfer as `Ijin kyofuden'
Translation and distribution
of Western books restricted
67
Director of Dutch factory on
Dejima warns of imminent
arrival of American fleet
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